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bia but not in large enough numbers to be exploited commercially.
Small Criollo populations are being used for meat production in Ar-
gentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, and Venezuela. Criollo cattle for
milk production have been developed in Brazil, the Central Ameri-
can countries, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, Bolivia, and Ven-
ezuela. De Alba (1987) describes 31 Criollo ecotypes.

In the United States, the two breeds of Spanish origin are the
Texas Longhorn, which has come back from near extinction to be a
flourishing breed, and the nearly extinct Florida Cracker, which is
now the object of private conservation efforts. In the United States
and Canada, some interesting rare breeds are descended from early
imports from other countries; these include the Dutch Belted, Milk-
ing Devon, and Canadienne.

In both North and South America, the. most striking feature is the
multitude of new breeds, either well established or in formation. In
tropical America, the new breeds are mostly based on a zebu x Euro-
pean cross, but some are Criollo x European and others zebu x zebu.
They include nine breeds in Brazil (beef, dairy, and dual purpose), two
in Colombia, two in Cuba, and four in Jamaica. There is also the Senepol
of the Virgin Islands, which is unique in that it has N'Dama as well as
Red Poll genes. In the United States, all the new breeds are beef type;
seven are based on a zebu cross and five have only European ancestors.
Three breeds are said to have bison blood. In Canada, no zebu genes
is present in the one new dairy and four new beef "breeds."

Australia

Like America, Australia is chiefly noteworthy for its new breeds.
The Illawarra and Murray Grey breeds, of pure European origin, are
of long-standing and major importance. In the past 60 years, at least
eight new beef and two new dairy breeds have been formed from
initial zebu x European crosses.

GOATS

Europe

In all of the countries of Europe except Norway and the southern
peninsulas, the goat is decreasing in importance. All major breeds
are derivatives of Swiss dairy goats, especially the Saanen, Toggenburg,
and Chamois Colored, in that order. A few minor local breeds re-
main, including the Anglo-Nubian in England; the Corsican in France;
the Pinzgau in Austria; the Carpathian in Poland and Romania; and